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«T4 was an Indian poet who at last o'pened the eyes of tfe
translation of Kalidasa's

West. Through William Jones’
Sukuntals Europe came to know something aboub India’s soul,
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about -the ideals, the aims, and the aspirations of tge peoPle of
India. And this led to a koon interest in Indis, bor history
and civilization,

“It was, however, chiefly ancient India which attracted .the
interest of the West. Kalidusa was the poet, and the ancient
seers and thinkets wore the last and noblest product of Indin's
genius. | '

“Even when"modern [udisns came to play & role in the
spiritual developiment of the West, it was chiefly as interpre-
ters of the wisdom of the past that they were greeted and
admired,

““Then came ti:e day when another Indian poet conquered
the West. This time it was not one of bygone times, but one
who lived and sang in modern India, whose tune was that of
the Indian landscape, the Indian river, the Indian forest
aud the Indian village of today.

“Again the West listened, and marvelled. It found the
same authentic benuty, the same sublime flight of thought as
in Kalidasa’s immortal works : the old spirit was still alive.”?
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“More significant still, the poem is his first tribute to Kali-
dasa. As Dante looked across the centuries and hailed Virgil
a8 master, a8 Spenser overlooked two hundred years of poetical
fumbling and claimed the succession to Chaucer, as Milton in
his turn saluted his ‘“dear master Spenser,” ‘o LRabindranath
turned back to Kalidasa, After this, he is to p%*i_.y such homage
often, glad of every chance o acknowledge 50 dear an alle-
giance. This first tribute has the impressive charm of confi-
- dence, The poet, aged twenty-nine, knows that he is India's
greatest poet since Kalidasa. If the dead know of such things,
the great spirit honoured by this splendid tribute must have
been gladdened.”*
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> Bten Ronow : Rulbindrang

th Tagore (The Golden Book of Tagore,
Caleutta 1931, p, 131,

X Fdward Thomp-on : Itabindranail Trzgorc;I’uct & Dram tist
{Oxford University Press, 1926), p. 74,
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It is the custom in Bengal to call him o disciple of the Vaialh_nava.
poots which is &s if wo cnlled Milton a disciple of Sylvester or Du Bartas.
«he intluence of the Vaishnava is more apparent,”” says Mr. Mahala-
nabis, “since it i= an inf{luenco on the form, whil® Kalidasa's is one on .
she spirit of his poctry ; hut tho influence of the latter is far deeper.''—
Edward Thomp-on : Hubingtranath Tagore, p. 306. ' |
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